
Zion Lutheran Church 
 

The Divine Service 
 

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

I loved the naturally occurring silences – the one, for instance, just before the service 

began and the other, the briefest imaginable, just after the last amen.  Occasionally a preacher 

would come who had a little bias toward silence, and then my attendance would become 

purposeful. At a certain point in the service the preacher would ask that we “observe a moment 

of silence.” You could hear a little rustle as the people settled down into that deliberate cessation. 

And then the quiet that was almost the quiet of the empty church would come over us and unite 

us as we were not united even in singing, and the little sounds (maybe a bird’s song) from the 

world outside would come in to us, and we would completely hear it. [...]   

One day when I went up there to work, sleepiness overcame me and I lay down on the 

floor behind the back pew to take a nap. Waking or sleeping (I couldn’t tell which), I saw all the 

people gathered there who had ever been there. I saw them as I had seen them from the back 

pew, where I sat with Uncle Othy (who would not come any further) while Aunt Cordie sang in 

the choir, and I saw them as I had seen them (from the back pew) on the Sunday before. I saw 

them in all the times past and to come, all somehow there in their own time and in all time and 

in no time: the cheerfully working and singing women, the men quiet or reluctant or shy, the 

weary, the troubled in spirit, the sick, the lame, the desperate, the dying, the little children tucked 

into the pews beside their elders, the young married couples full of visions, the old men with their 

dreams, the parents proud of their children, the grandparents with tears in their eyes, the pairs of 

young lovers attentive only to each other on the edge of the world, the grieving widows and 

widowers, the mothers and fathers of children newly dead, the proud, the humble, the attentive, 

the distracted – I saw them all.  I saw the creases crisscrossed on the backs of the men’s necks, 

their work-thickened hands, the Sunday dresses faded with washing. They were just there. They 

said nothing, and I said nothing. I seemed to love them all with a love that was mine merely 

because it included me.  

When I came to myself again, my face was wet with tears. 

 

Wendell Berry, Jayber Crow 
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Altar Flowers 

The flowers adorning the altar are given by Andy and Meshell Ward in celebration of their daughter, Zoie 

Morrison’s birthday. 

 

Potluck & Voters Meeting Today 

Please stay after church for the Potluck and Voters Meeting! We will meet downstairs in the fellowship 

hall. Please read the reports from the boards and committees before the meeting starts. Reports should 

have been emailed to your inbox and copies are printed for your review. 

 

Board Nominations 

If you would like to serve on the Nominating Committee of the Church, or would have interest in serving 

on one of our boards, please attend our Voters Meeting after church! 

 

VBS 

This year, VBS will be a one day event on Saturday, August 1st from Noon to 5:00 PM followed by a pool 

party at the Clarksville Aquatics Center from 6:00 – 8:00 PM.  The theme is “Tropical Trek”. 

VBS flyers are in the Narthex! Please take some to give to family and friends. Registration info is on the 

flyer. 

 

Pless Community Picnic 

Come to the 4th of July Picnic at the Pless Community Building! The picnic itself will be July 3rd at 5:30 PM. 

The proceeds from food sales will go to support the Pless Community Center. The LWML is hosting the 

cake walk, so if you would like to help bake for it, let Diane Ragsdale know! 
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Guests: Please see Communion guidelines in the welcome sheet in the pew. 
 

Introit 
Psalm 89:15-18; antiphon: v.1 

P   I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* 

           with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness  

           to all gener- | ations. 

C   Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,* 

           who walk, O Lord, in the light | of your face, 

P   who exult in your name | all the day* 

           and in your righteousness are ex- | alted. 

C   For you are the glory | of their strength;* 

           by your favor our horn is ex- | alted. 

P   For our shield belongs | to the Lord,* 

           our king to the Holy One of | Israel. 

C   Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

           and to the Holy | Spirit; 

       as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

           is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P   I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;* 

           with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness  

           to all gener- | ations. 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may  

gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing;  

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

Gradual 
Romans 11:33, 36 

P   Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

           How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable  

         his ways! 

C   For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

           To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Old Testament – Jeremiah 28:5-9 (p. 779) 

Epistle Reading – Romans 7:1-13 (p. 1121) 

Holy Gospel – Matthew 10:34-42 (p. 969) 
 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Persecuted Christians: 

Sudan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, India 
 

Partner Church: 

The Lutheran Church in the Philippines 

 

   Comfort, Health, and Recovery: 

                             Kathleen Kremers    Jodie Rowe      Keaton Fugate 

                            Alynne Wells            Dennis Rowe   Danny Gallagher 

                            Carter King               Katie McGee    Howard Wheeler 
 

 

Homebound: 

                           Betty Bocksnick        Glenda Schrock        Gwen Hale 

                           Ray Roth                   Charli Callahan        Rick Shott 

 

Birthdays: 

Izzy Schroeder – June 29th     Will Cox – June 30th     
 

Anniversaries: 

Larry & Diane Ragsdale – July 2nd     
 

The Fruits of Our Faith – 06/21/2026 

Offering:  $ 2,210.00     Worship: 68 

Adult Sunday School:  10    Children’s Sunday School: 5 
 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
 

Pastor: Rev. Joshua Ralston 

Altar Guild:   Tanya Schroeder, Meshell Ward 

Organist:  Dennis Steuber    T   Acolyte: Olivia Villalobos 

                               Trustee: Joe Villalobos   T   Elder: Brian Cotner 

 Ushers: Zakk Bodnar, Dave Boswell, 

Greg Kremers, Joe Villalobos 
 

 

If calling for a Pastoral Emergency, contact Pastor Ralston directly: 

Cell…………...……..501-454-0581 

Church……..…..........479-331-3277 

Email………rev.jralston@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Divine Service III 

LSB 184 
 

The Preparation 

Processional Hymn                 #908 

Confession & Absolution     p.184 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

Kyrie                                           p.186 

Gloria In Excelsis                      p.187 

Salutation and Collect            p.189 

Old Testament Reading          p.190 

Gradual 

Epistle Reading                        p.190 

Alleluia & Verse                       p.190                              

Holy Gospel Reading              p.190  

Nicene Creed                           p.190 

Children’s Sermon 

Hymn of the Day                     #580 

Sermon 

Offertory                                   p.192 

Prayer of the Church              p.193 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface                                      p. 194 

Sanctus                                     p. 195 

Lord’s Prayer                           p. 196 

The Words of Our Lord        p. 197 

Pax Domini                             p. 197 

Agnus Dei                               p. 198 

Distribution Hymns  

(#857, 431, 791) 

Nunc Dimittis                        p. 199 

Thanksgiving                         p. 200 

Salutation                                p. 200 

Benediction                                p. 202 

Closing Hymn                           #923 

 

 


