
Zion Lutheran Church 
 

The Divine Service 
The First Sunday in Advent 

 

 

Welcome 

After weeks of being bombarded by the incessant repetition of 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “Frosty the Snowman,” and “I Saw 

Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,” it is a relief this evening finally to sing real 

Christmas carols like “Silent Night,” “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” and 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” hymns that celebrate the birth of 

Christ and meditate on the helpless infant who is God among us.  It is 

customary during Advent and Christmas for preachers to rail against the 

secularization and commercialization of one of the church’s most holy 

festivals.  Yet the effort to return Christ to Christmas in the department 

stores and malls is as futile as trying to turn back the coming of the snows 

of winter. It is better to let the world go its way and turn within, to hear 

again the ancient and stirring words of Scripture, to let the rhythm of the 

church calendar order our celebration, and to make the most of the 

disjunction between the shopping frenzy that goes on around us and the 

church’s festival.  The disconnectedness between the two is almost 

complete.  For the world Christmas is the end of something, for the 

church it is a beginning.   

Robert Louis Wilken, “A Christmas Sermon,” in  

Exploring and Proclaiming the Apostles Creed, P. 93-98 
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Altar Flowers 

The flowers adorning the altar are given by Joe and Jan Grant in celebration of their granddaughter’s, Nora 

Reynolds, baptism. 
 

Christmas Tree Decoration is Today! 

Want to help decorate the Christmas Tree? We will be setting it up after service today. Please join us! 
 

Adult Catechumenate 

 The classes for Adult Catechumenate will start today at 1 PM in the fellowship hall. 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 

FINAL CALL! Plans are being made for the Children’s Christmas Program! If your child(ren) want to participate, 

please let Pastor or someone on the Board of Education know by TODAY!  This year’s program is called “Every Heart 

Prepare”. 
 

Voter’s Meeting and Potluck 

There will be a Potluck followed by a Voter’s Meeting after church on Sunday, December 7th.  
 

Matins in the Morning 

During the Advent season, you are invited to join Pastor for the Service of Matins each weekday, beginning 

December 1st at 8 AM. Matins is a historic morning prayer service drawn from Scripture and the liturgy of the early 

church. It centers on psalms, biblical canticles, and the hearing of God’s Word as we expect the coming of Christ our 

Lord. Come start your mornings in Advent with the prayer and the Word of God!  
 

Christmas Caroling 

Our church will be going Christmas caroling at nursing homes in Russellville on December 7th. A group will be 

gathering after the Voters Meeting. Let Pastor or the Board of Education know if you plan on going! 
 

Advent Soup Suppers 

Sign up for providing a soup supper for Wednesday Night Advent Services is on the back table in the Narthex. You 

can bring soup, bread, or a dessert. Dinners start at 5:45 PM  with the service starting at 7:00 PM.. 
 

Poinsettias 
It’s time to order Poinsettias to adorn the altar for Christmas! Please sign up in the Narthex. Cost will be 

approximately $15.  Contact Susan Colles for details or questions. 
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Guests: Please see Communion guidelines in the welcome sheet in the pew. 

Introit 
Psalm 25:4-5, 21-22; antiphon: vv.1-3a 

P   To you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.* 

          O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

C   Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

          Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 

P   Make me to know your ways, | O Lord;* 

          teach me | your paths. 

C   Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God  

       of my sal- | vation;* 

           for you I wait all the | day long. 

P   May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

          for I | wait for you. 

C   Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

          out of all his | troubles. 

C   Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

          and to the Holy | Spirit; 

       as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

          is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P   To you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.* 

          O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame. 

C   Let not my enemies exult | over me.* 

          Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame. 
 

 

Collect of the Day 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may  

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

 mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 

Gradual 
Psalm 25:3-4 

P   None who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

          they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C   Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

          teach me your paths. 
 

 

Readings for The First Sunday in Advent 
Old Testament – Jeremiah 23:5-8 (p. 773) 

Epistle – Romans 13:11-14 (p. 1127) 

Holy Gospel – Matthew 24:36-44 (p. 986) 
 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Persecuted Christians: 

Sudan, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran, India 
 

Partner Church: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia 

 

   Comfort, Health, and Recovery: 

                             Kathleen Kremers    Jodie Rowe      Shiela Michelson 

                            Cynthia Callahan     Linda Lakso    Dennis Rowe 

                            Sharon Garrett         Carter King      Yecica Valdez          

                            Alliene Turner          Kay Roberts    Patsy Price 

                            Amber Beatty           Alicia Profitt    Danny Gallagher 
 

 

Homebound: 

                           Betty Bocksnick        Glenda Schrock        Gwen Hale 

                                                Ray Roth        Charli Callahan    
  

Birthdays: 

Rick Shott – November 30th       Chris Steuber – December 3rd 

Laura Cotner – December 5th   Joshua Ralston – December 6th 

 

The Fruits of Our Faith – 11/23/2025 

Worship Attendance: 76 

Adult Sunday School: 21    Children’s Sunday School: 4 

Offering:  $ 3,865.00 

Food Pantry: $ 3,750.00 
 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
 

Pastor: Rev. Joshua Ralston 

Altar Guild:   Phyllis Campbell, Meshell Ward 

Organist:  Susan Colles    T   Acolyte: Josie Schlittenhart 

                               Trustee: Tony Waldo   T   Elder: Greg Kremers 

 Ushers: Tony Waldo, Larry Williams, 

Rusty Dorn, Randy LaMar 
 

 

If calling for a Pastoral Emergency, contact Pastor Ralston directly: 

Cell…………...……..501-454-0581 

Church……..…..........479-331-3277 

Email………rev.jralston@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Divine Service I 

LSB 151 
 

The Preparation 

Processional Hymn                  #348 

Confession & Absolution      p.151 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

Kyrie                                          p.152 

Salutation and Collect           p.156 

Old Testament                         p.156 

Gradual  

Epistle             p.156 

Alleluia & Verse                        p.156                              

Holy Gospel                         p.157  

Nicene Creed                           p.158 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of the Day                     #332 

Sermon 

Prayer of the Church              p.159 

Offertory                                   p.159 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface                                      p. 160 

Sanctus                                     p. 161 

Prayer of Thanksgiving         p.161            

The Words of Our Lord        p. 162 

Proclamation of Christ          p. 162                     

Lord’s Prayer                           p. 162                     

Pax Domini                              p. 163                     

Agnus Dei                                p. 163 

Distribution Hymns  

(#331, 333, 334) 

Thank the Lord          p. 164                         

Post-Communion Collect     p. 166                       

Benediction                                 p. 166 

Closing Hymn                           #336 

 

 

 


