June 26, 2022 | 2

Jesus Has Fellowship with Sinners
Luke 14:15-24 T Trinity 2
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I more or less finished writing this sermon at about 9:45 in the morning on Friday.
Then, I received news about the Supreme Court’s decision on Roe v Wade 10 minutes later.
Needless to say, I wish to briefly comment on this before getting into my sermon.
I say these things not to politicize the church or the Gospel,
But to rejoice in the good gift of life – that God creates and sustains in this world.

Christians celebrate when evil is curbed,
and God’s good, created order is promoted in public life.
According to natural law, not just divine law,
Life is created in the womb through the miracle of conception.
This is not news, but unfortunately, we need to make it plan in days such as these,
God gave sexual intimacy between man and woman,
Not just to fulfill passions and desires. But to procreate.
To make life.
This is how God ordered our sexual lives to be ever since the Garden of Eden.

We celebrate the fact that life is recognized as life in the womb – 
But as Christians, this is not the end of what we have to say about life,
Or the end of what we DO about life.

Care for life extends outside the womb.
The church is also called to help mothers who struggle to provide for their children,
By supporting pregnancy centers,
By funding foster care homes,
By fundraising for Christian homes to adopt children who need loving parents.
We’re called to care for all life from womb to tomb,
Showing love and sacrifice of ourselves for the welfare of our neighbors.

Thus, we rejoice and recognize that the unborn are people too.
And we see that life in the womb is a life worth keeping.
But the end of a significant legal battle over abortion,
Means the beginning of our calling to care for mothers and their children.
Now more than ever, 
the Christian community is to extend love and care to those who need it,
Just as Christ extends His love, care, mercy, and forgiveness to those who need it.

This now leads me into the sermon today based on the text from Luke chapter 14.
What does it mean to be a Christian?
How is one saved?

These are questions that we need to continually answer,
so that the eyes of faith are always focused on our Gracious Lord.

If you asked a random person on the street,
or even if you asked someone in your own family this question:
“How do you know you’re saved?”
What do you think you’ll hear?

Well, I can tell you what I’ve heard before.
And I’ve even heard it said at funerals before.
People may respond, “Well, I’m generally a good person.
I try my best to do good for others.
I treat others nicely because I would want to be treated nicely.”

What does said person have no room for in their life? 
A Savior. 

As Christians, we know the right answer to that question.
We’re saved by grace through faith!
But the sneaking temptation is to preach,
‘Yes, Jesus forgives my sins. I’ve heard that a bunch of times already.
But what can IIIII do to earn God’s favor?’

No, no Christian! The Gospel IS God’s favor for you!
The Gospel is not some sort of bribe to sort your life out.
Sure, there’s renewal and new life that comes with the Gospel,
Which empowers you to do good works.
But the Gospel isn’t conditional on YOU!
You’re saved purely by God’s grace as a gift!

God favors Christians not because of what they do – 
because they’re successful, 
or they pray three times a day, 
or they fast at least once a month,
or they give a real ten percent of their money to church,
or they do mission trips overseas,
or they always live out Godly virtues.

Spiritual disciplines are good for training in faith, 
but God doesn’t favor Christians because of those things.
God favors Christians because they’re sprinkled clean with Jesus holy precious blood,
justified by God through the means of grace,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit in keeping with repentance.
To say it more concisely, God favors you not because of you.
God favors you because you are in His Son, Jesus.
That’s the kind of generosity that Jesus gives to the world.

And that’s really the point of the Gospel reading.
It shows God’s generosity,
That He would want to have fellowship with sinners.

Earlier in Luke, Jesus said:
“It’s not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

And this parable from Luke gives an image to this teaching.
People who don’t want to repent of their sins are self-righteous. 
There’s nothing that God can do for those who don’t want His help.
In that way, these people are like those in the parable, 
who make excuses not to come to the Great Banquet.

They’ve already sent in their RSVP’s to the master of the banquet, 
But once the day of the event comes, 
They find that they have more important business to do than to join this feast.

One guy has to go tend a field.
Another guy has to go check out his animals.
And yet another guy just got married, 
and is too busy trying to establish a household.
Such excuses would be a huge insult to the master, especially in that culture.

Now, these people in the parable are self-righteous – 
Not only have they gone back on the host’s generous invitation to join this feast,
But they feel they’re above the party.
They don’t need what the banquet offers.

And the excuses made by these men sound a bit silly to our ears,
but let me put it into a vernacular you can understand.
The man who went to check on the field, 
And the other man who went to check on the animals, 
Rejected the invitation, to go to work.
And many people refuse to go to Church today for similar reasons today.
They serve mammon, not God.
They’d rather store up treasures for themselves here on earth,
Rather than storing up the treasures of heaven.
They reject the invitation to the feast of hearing God’s gracious, forgiving word,
because ultimately, they don’t think they really need it that much.
They think that they’re basically good, 
so they don’t need all that religious mumbo jumbo. 
That’s self-righteousness.

And the other man made the excuse not to come because he married a woman.
This isn’t to say marriage is bad or that working for a paycheck is bad.
It’s actually quite good!
But even good things can’t be prioritized over the best things.
And the very best thing is to be invited to the Lord’s eternal banquet,
To come and enjoy the splendors of our gracious, generous Lord.

If good things are prioritized over the best things – we’ve got it all wrong.
That’s approaching the verge of self-righteousness,
Because we’d rather prioritize our spiritual lives to our liking,
Not according to the liking of God.

Again, it’s not the healthy who need a doctor.
People who think themselves righteous,
or who think that they’re decent people in the sight of God 
and so there’s no reason to repent of sins,
God has not come to call those who exalt themselves above God’s grace,
who reject God’s feast.

Who does the Lord want?
Sinners.
People who know the poverty of their souls.
People who know they need a Savior.

Since the others rejected the master’s invitation to attend the banquet,
the master of the house tells His servants to go out,
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and lame.
Because it’s not the healthy who need a doctor.
It’s not the rich that need the feast.
It’s those who are sick and impoverished in soul.
Who are desperate for help, healing, restoration.

This is who the Lord calls: sinners.
He calls sinners into fellowship with Him,
Giving them everything that’s His:
namely, eternal life, love, holiness, goodness.

Christ has instituted and laid out a foretaste of this feast to come.
Here, Christ gives you Himself –
 His body and His blood for the forgiveness of your sins.
Here, the doctor comes to heal the wounds of the sick.
Here, the poor are filled with the riches of God’s grace.
Here, those who are spiritually blind receive sight to see the error of their ways and their own self-righteousness. 

The new life won for the world by Christ on the cross are given 
to those who are humbled, not exalted,
to the sick, not the healthy,
to the spiritually impoverished, not those who don’t see a need for God’s help.

Christ died for the sins of the whole world on the cross.
He’s bought all sinners with His holy, precious blood,
Even those who don’t know they need healing because of their own self-righteousness.
The Lord’s invitation extends to all,
To graciously receive the life over death that Christ has won on the cross.

And so, we consider ourselves poor, crippled, blind, and lame.
We are poor, miserable sinners.
This isn’t just a thing we say at the beginning of the service because we kind of have to,
While thinking we’re pretty well off spiritually,
Especially compared to others.

That’s not the Christian attitude.
Rather, our sinfulness is something we truly know and feel in our hearts.
God’s Law pierces our hearts,
And we know our need for God’s healing Gospel.

This is why we’re here. 
We’re here because this feast is what we need.
We receive feast at the Lord’s Table, 
not because we are basically pretty good.
But because we cannot possibly repay the Lord’s generosity toward us.
This table is where the Lord has fellowship with sinners.
This table is where the Lord has fellowship with you.
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