
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Opening Versicles LSB 285 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a, 35b 

God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 

 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 

The God of Israel—he | is the one* 

 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

God shall arise, his enemies shall be | scattered;* 

 and those who hate him shall flee be- | fore him! 

But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God;* 

 they shall be jubilant | with joy! 

O God, when you went out before your | people,* 

 in your goodness, O God, you provided for the | needy. 

Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;* 

 God is our sal- | vation. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



God is in his holy habi- | tation;* 

 [he] settles the solitary | in a home. 

The God of Israel—he | is the one* 

 who gives power and strength to his | people. 

  

Old Testament Reading Genesis 4:1–15 
 

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of 

the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the 

ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also 

brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 
5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to 

Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do 

not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and 

killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my 

brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me 

from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your 

brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You 

shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can 

bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a 

fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! 

If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who 

found him should attack him. 

  

  
Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1–10 

 
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2and 

by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and 

that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 

most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 

toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 

of God that is with me. 

 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 18:9–14

  
 

 9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 

contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, 

would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, 

this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but 

the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 41When [Jesus] drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42saying, “Would that you, even you, had 

known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43For the days 

will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in 

on every side 44and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave 

one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 



 45And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46saying to them, “It is written, ‘My 

house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.” 

 47And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the 

people were seeking to destroy him, 48but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging 

on his words. 

  
 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Kyrie LSB 285 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 



     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Versicles LSB 286 

L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C let my cry come to You. 

L In the day of my trouble I call upon You, 

C for You answer me. 

L Hide Your face from my sins, 

C and blot out all my iniquities. 

L Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 

L Cast me not away from Your presence, 

C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

L Because Your steadfast love is better than life, 

C my lips will praise You. 

L For You have been my help, 

C and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy. 

L Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; 

C unite my heart to fear Your name. 

L I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

C and I will glorify Your name forever. 

L May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You. 

C May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 

L Save Your people and bless Your heritage! 

C Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

L Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 

C listen to my plea for grace. 

 



Collect of the Day 

 

C Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give more than 

we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those 

things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that we are not worthy to 

ask, except through the merits and mediation of Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 287 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Blessing LSB 287 

L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
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